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MOVING TO PORTUGAL
The complete guide
to getting started
Everything you need to know
to prepare for a new life in
the tranquillity, beauty and
warmth of Europe’s most
westerly country.
All that’s left is to pack
your suitcase.

WEST ALGARVE

Multi-award winning luxury estate agents in 350 locations worldwide

FC271VC / CARVOEIRO-CARAMUJEIRA / €1.175.000

Beautiful 4-bedroom villa with 2-bedroomed annexe
This charming villa is situated in the peaceful area of Caramujeira,
within easy reach of fabulous local beaches and cliff tops. The villa
and cottage enjoy ocean views and a heated swimming pool. EPC: C

FC602VC / CARVOEIRO- FERRAGUDO / €2.350.000

FC669VC / CARVOEIRO / €1.800.000

7-Bedroom, three-storey villa with amazing sea views
This villa with a heated pool and a built area of 412.9m2 has
been finished to a high standard and is a short drive from Nobel
International School. Plus Faro Airport is a 40-minute drive. EPC: D

FC670VC / CARVOEIRO / €1.400.000

FC672VC / CARVOEIRO / €310.000

FC673VC / CARVOEIRO / €1.600.000

FC255GT / VILAMOURA / €895.000

FC332GT / VILAMOURA /€600.000

FC326GT / QUARTEIRA / €350.000

WEST ALGARVE

L&N - 4 exquisite villas in a private gated community
Close to the coast between Carvoeiro and Ferragudo, L&N Villas is
a truly unique collection of luxury residences where character and
elegance in architectural design ally with technical excellence. EPC: A

2-Bedroom apartment with amazing sea views
This103.75m2 apartment, in the centre of Carvoeiro, is just a short
walk from the beach and restaurants and has a fully fitted kitchen
with a living/dining area and terrace. EPC: N/A

5-Bedroom villa and annexe with amazing sea views
This detached 5-bedroom villa, with an annexe with an additional 2
bedrooms, has a built area of 357m² is set on a 5.757m² plot and
offers amazing sea views from the pool area and roof terrace. EPC: D

CENTRAL ALGARVE

3 + 1-Bedroom villa with heated pool and sea views
This impressive 3+1-bedroom luxury villa with a built area of 332m2
is set in a stunning location on a 2.790m2 plot set close to the
cliffs in the quiet area of Vale de Covo in Carvoeiro. EPC: B+

5-Bedroom villa with large terraces
This two-storey villa with a built area of 205m2 in a plot of 1.100m2
is located in a quiet residential area of Vilamoura, just 25km from
Faro Airport. Close to many social and sporting facilities. EPC: N/A

Linked 3-Bedroom villa near the Millennium Golf Course
This two-storey (plus basement) end-of-row linked villa is located in
a small condominium consisting of linked villas and apartments. Close
to restaurants, bars, Faro Airport and sporting facilities. EPC: N/A

2-Bedroom apartment with sea views, near the beach and airport
This 147m2, second-floor apartment, presents a great opportunity
to own a property in a luxury private condominium with shops,
restaurants and golf courses within an easy walking distance. EPC: B-

CENTRAL ALGARVE

FC272GT / QUINTA DO LAGO / €2.750.00

Luxury 4-bedroom villa with pool and beautiful views
This villa is set in the heart of the Quinta do Lago resort, which is
renowned for its golf courses, beaches, restaurants, its lake and vast
leisure possibilities. Plus it is a 25-minutes’ drive to Faro Airport. EPC: D

PC003GT1 / OLHOS DE ÁGUA / €1.375.000
Pine Cliffs Terraces – 2+1-bedroom modern townhouses
Luxury spacious and contemporary townhouses on the prestigious
Pine Cliffs Resort, located in Olhos de Água, 15 minutes by car
from Albufeira and 45-minutes’ drive from Faro Airport. EPC: N/A

FC334GT / ALBUFEIRA-GUIA / €1.150.000

Charming 8-bedroom villa with swimming pool
This magnificent 300m2 villa, with eight bedrooms, is set on a
2.500m2 plot offering countryside views, located in a very quiet
area in Guia, close to several amenities and Faro Airport EPC: D

EAST ALGARVE

TVR4849 / FUSETA / €499.000

TVR7261 / TAVIRA / €475.000

TVR4855 / TAVIRA-MONCARAPACHO / €395.000

TVR3020 / CASTRO MARIM / €375.000

TVR6717 / SANTA LUZIA / €320.000

TVR7262 / NORTH TAVIRA / €525.000

T3 + T2 Beautifully restored apartments with huge roof terrace
A fantastic high-quality renovation in the heart of this little
fishing village. This building is full of character, dating back to the
early 19th century. EPC: D

3-Bedroom townhouse with pool, garage and studio
This house is situated in the historical town of Tavira, in a tranquil
and highly sought-after residential area, within walking distance of a
full range of shops, restaurants, schools and the train station. EPC: B-

5-Bedroom villa located in the countryside in an unspoiled area
This villa sits within the vicinity of various neighbours on its own
comfortable plot of land and is situated on the highest point of
its plot that goes gently down mainly on the east side. EPC: N/A

EAST ALGARVE

3-Bedroom semi-detached villa with pool on a golf course
This property is located on the excellent golf course of Castro
Marim Golf and Country Club. There are superb beaches close
by, and the Spanish border is right on the doorstep. EPC: D

T3 + T1 apartments with terraces and partial sea views
Located in the picturesque village of Santa Luzia, this is an
interesting property for someone wishing to own a property
in Portugal with some additional rental income. EPC: E

2-Bedroom villa + 2-bedroom annex with pool and sea views
This charming property is located north of Tavira, a12-minutes’
drive to the city centre and sits in a beautiful hilly countryside
with wonderful, far-reaching views towards the ocean. EPC: C

By RAE DELANIE PASSFIELD

1. Getting a Portuguese
fiscal number
A Portuguese fiscal number
is the first thing you will
need to forge your new life in
Portugal, and it is required
for several purposes, including to open a bank account,
buy or invest in a property
and to deal with fiscal matters. You can apply for your
fiscal number at a local Portuguese tax department
office, and for this purpose
you’ll need to present your
passport or EU citizenship
card (in the case of EU citizens) and a proof of your
current address abroad. If
you’re a non-EU citizen, it is
mandatory to nominate a tax
representative. Should you
wish to have someone taking care of this procedure,
it is advisable to instruct a
Portuguese lawyer, as they

can apply on your behalf, and
should ensure the correct
registration is made.

2. Dealing with the
registration of residence
in Portugal or with the
process of obtaining a
residence permit

so do take the time to consider which bank has the
most suitable option for your
needs. You could decide to go
with one of the international
banks or you might prefer to choose a Portuguese
bank as branches have English-speaking customer service reps on hand to discuss
your needs. You may start by
opening a bank account as a
non-resident, and besides the
forms to complete, you’ll need
to show personal documentation for this process. It does
vary depending on the bank,
but typically this includes
presentation of your passport or ID card, fiscal number,
a proof of address (depending
on whether you open your
account as a non-resident or
already as a resident) and
proof of income.

If you are planning to live, work
and bask in the Portuguese sun
for more than three months,
you’ll need to confirm your
right to reside in Portugal by
means of applying for a European Citizen Registration Certificate. This document can be
requested by EU/EEA/Switzerland citizens at the town
hall of your area of residence,
being valid for five years. For
citizens of third countries, you
will need to apply for a residence permit with the immigration services.

4. Healthcare

Portugal has plenty of choice
when it comes to banking,

Like the UK’s NHS, Portugal
has a universal healthcare
system that, once you have

3. Opening a bank account

The complete guide to getting started
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concluded the residence registration, you will be entitled to use. In the meantime,
though, do make sure to
arrange short-term travel
insurance so you’re covered.
You shall start this process
through registration at a
health centre of your area of
residence, and for this purpose you shall need to present your ID document, EU
registration certificate, and
to provide your fiscal number. Upon registration, a user
number shall be given to you,
and remember to inform your
GP in the UK once you have
done this.
Also, if you are working in
Portugal, you should register with the social security
system and request a social
security number from your
nearest social security office.
Those who are moving to
Portugal in retirement must
contact the Overseas Healthcare Team to make arrangements for their exportable
DWP benefit, but entitlement

6

to free healthcare in Portugal is still available with
a residence certificate and
British passport.

5. Insurance

Private healthcare is a popular choice among expats who
wish to ensure an extralevel of security in relation
to their health, by securing
coverage, a wider choice and
a personalised service. The
cost of private insurance can
vary considerably depending on your circumstances,
namely your age and history
of illness. If you already have
private healthcare cover,
you should examine if the
coverage may be extended
to Portugal.
Buildings and contents
insurance is available through
several Portuguese and British
companies. Make sure to read
the small print, double check
the excess fee and ensure that
your policy includes extreme
weather cover.

6. How to import a car
Picture yourself cruising
along the sunny Algarvian
coast? The good news is that
with the residence registration sorted out, you can register your driving licence to get
on the road and even bring
your car with you when you
move. You can import a car
from an EU member state to
Portugal as long as the vehicle is in the name of the resident person, is brought into
and driven in Portugal by
its registered owner and is
for personal use only. Your

vehicle will need to conform
to the Portuguese road standards and the first step of the
process will be to recourse
to an authorised inspection
centre to carry out a periodic
car inspection. Afterwards,
the process shall continue in
the Institute for Mobility and
Transport and at Customs.
The main taxes due and in
relation with the car ownership will be the vehicle and
the circulation tax, the first
one being paid only one time
and in relation to the first registration of the vehicle. The

value varies depending on
the cubic capacity and the CO2
emissions. The circulation tax
consists of an annual tax that
is due in the month of the Portuguese car registration or
the previous month. However,
a foreign-registered car can
be imported in a way which
will avoid the payments of
importation taxes by proving
the residence of the owner in
the country from which the
car is being imported for a
period of 12 months, and that
the vehicle has been owned by
the person registering the car

MOVING TO PORTUGAL

be granted with a document
to accompany your driver’s
licence. You’ll need to present
proof of identity, residency,
fiscal number, a photocopy
of your driving licence and a
completed Modelo 13 form,
provided by the IMT services
or available online. In case of
a lifetime driving licence, the
same must be exchanged by
a Portuguese driving licence
within two years counting
from the date of establishment of residence in Portugal.

in the country of origin for at
least 12 months prior to the
transfer of residence (these
12 months starting on the
date of issue of the car ownership document), as long as the
vehicle was acquired without any tax benefits and with
a normal registration. The
application for the exemption must be made within six
months of the date on which
the previous residency was
cancelled, being the same date
on the cancellation document
issued by an official entity of
the previous country.

8. Getting UK TV
for your home

While it remains in the EU, an
UK driving licence is valid in
Portugal, and the exchange
of the same is optional. Once
you establish residency in
Portugal, however, you must
register your driving licence
at the regional or district
services of the Institute for
Mobility and Transport (IMT)
within 60 days, and you will

We know that there are many
reasons to want to pack up
and move to Portugal but
leaving behind ‘Eastenders’
and ‘Bake Off’ certainly isn’t
one. Since the satellites were
updated in 2014, UK television
is slightly trickier to access in
Portugal – but not impossible.
With a strong internet connection set up at home, you
can stream UK channels via

7. Your driving licence
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an IPTV box. There are several companies offering IPTV
installation and subscription
services in Portugal.
You can still view UK TV
via a satellite connection,
although it is complicated
now since transmission
became protected with an
access key, which is changed
regularly. It’s best to contact a local satellite service
retailer in Portugal to discuss
their solutions around this.

9. Internet for your home

They say home is where the
wi-fi connects automatically,
so once you’re all moved into
your new Portuguese pad, it’s
likely getting the internet up
and running will be high on
your list.
Portugal has several highspeed broadband providers to
choose from, the biggest being
MEO, NOS, Vodafone and Nowo.
Before you can have internet set up in your home,
you will need to have your
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residence duly registered
and it’s advisable to have a
bank account open for ease
of payment. When signing
the paperwork, you’ll need
a proof of ID, address, fiscal
number, residence and telephone number.

10. Schooling options

Receiving an education in
a foreign country can be an
extremely enriching experience for a young person, giving
them access to a new language,
knowledge and familiarity
with a culture that will stay
with them into adulthood.
Public schools in Portugal
offer free education for children. As an expat, you can
enroll your child into the public school within the catchment area of your address.
The curriculum is taught
exclusively in Portuguese,
so integration can be harder
for older students who do not
yet have the language. Alternatively, Portugal has many

private and international
schools, this second option
constituting a popular choice
with expats as the standard
of education is usually very
good, teaching in both English and Portuguese, and integration for the child is well
supported. Tuition fees vary
from school to school.

11. Moving with pets

They are part of the family
and we cannot imagine life
without them, so, of course,
you will want your furry
companions to join you in
this adventure. Portugal
does not have a quarantine
requirement, however, there
are some regulations that

you’ll need to follow to safely
bring Jasper and Felix into
the country.
Your pet will need an
ISO compliant 15-digit pet
microchip, followed by a
rabies vaccination. If you
are planning to travel into
Portugal with your pet (or
within five days thereof), a
UK veterinarian must complete the non-commercial EU
health certificate for your
pet within 10 days of travel.
There are some further
regulations if your pet is
under 12 weeks old, or if
you wish to travel with more
than five pets. More information about this matter can be
found at the European Commission website.

12. Organising utilities
When moving into your new
home, it is a good idea to
collect final utility bills and
readings from the previous
owner/occupant, and the
alteration of ownership of
existing contracts or the setting up of a new policy with
other companies should be
relatively simple.
To set up your different
contracts with the various service providers,
you’ll be asked for personal
details, proof of address
and fiscal number. Electricity is available from a
number of suppliers such
as EDP Comercial, Endesa
and Iberdrola, and you’ll
need to arrange a certified

technician to turn on your
gas supply and then choose
to receive the bills monthly
or bimonthly.
Generally speaking, it is
advisable to provide the
various companies each
month with the accurate
readings, in order to ensure
payment based on realistic consumption values and
to avoid payment based on
estimated values (which
will eventually be corrected
to the periodic mandatory
reading by the company
contracted). In terms of
payment options, you can
pay by direct debit, at the
Post Office, at a Multibanco
ATM or with your debit or
credit card.

®
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YOUR HOME AWAY
FROM HOME IN PORTO

AN OASIS OF CONTEMPORARY CALM SET
WITHIN BEAUTIFUL BOEIRA GARDENS

Boeira Garden Hotel - Rua Teixeira Lopes 114, 4400-320 Vila Nova de Gaia, Portugal

Tel. +351 227 668 000 | Email. opobg-salesadm@hilton.com
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A World Class International Education
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www.nobelalgarve.com
admissions@nobelalgarve.com
+351 282 342 547

Follow our news on social media and start the journey
www.facebook.com/internationalschoolalgarve

@Nobel_ISA

